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Preface 

The 10th European Conference on Coal Research and its Applications 
(10th ECCRIA) 


The tenth European Conference on Coal Research and its Applica¬ 
tions (1 Oth ECCRIA) to be organised by the Coal Research Forum, was 
held at the University of Hull from the 15th-17th September, 2014. 
The event was held in the University Business School and drew an 
attendance of some 120 delegates representing 15 countries. Natu¬ 
rally the largest contingent was from the UK but delegates came 
from several European countries including Spain, Germany, Greece, 
Poland and France. Following the pattern established at the recent 
ECCRIA meetings, almost a third of the delegates came from further 
afield with China providing the largest number from overseas. The 
continuing reliance on coal-fired power plant for a significant pro¬ 
portion of the electrical power generated world-wide, probably pro¬ 
vides the motivation for this continuing interest in coal research and 
the presence of other attendees from the USA, South Africa, Korea, 
Australia India, Pakistan, Japan and Russia. As in former years the 
mix of delegates included a strong representation from industry 
thereby providing the aimed for interaction between academic 
researchers and representatives of the coal related industries. 

Delegates were welcomed to the University of Hull by Professor 
Stephen Kelly, Dean of the Faculty of Science and Engineering who 
described some of the history of the University and their plans for 
the future. This was followed by a most stimulating and informa¬ 
tive keynote address delivered by Professor Mohamed Pourkasha- 
nian, the Head of the Energy Technology and Innovation Initiative 
of the University of Leeds. The address, “Future power generation 
from coal in the UK - policy, technologies and supporting research” 
set the tone of the meeting by drawing attention to the current 
dependency of the UK on coal fired power generation and the 
consequent need for further research relevant to the acceptable 
operation of such plant. 

The 80 oral presentations were presented in nine parallel ses¬ 
sions spread over two and a half days with a poster session involv¬ 
ing 18 posters and their presentation being held as an evening 
session, which included a buffet dinner, on the first evening. The 
oral sessions comprised two on biomass and co-firing; two on coal 
derived products; and single sessions on C0 2 capture technology; 
gasification; modelling of oxy-fuel and CC S; torrefaction of bio¬ 
mass; C0 2 capture-modelling aspects; flow measurement; low 
rank and brown coals; characterisation; boilers and combustion; 
oxy-fuel combustion; emissions; ash, trace elements and deposi¬ 
tion; pyrolysis, UCG and liquefaction; and IGCC and gas turbines 
.The poster session covered a wide range of topics including several 
aspects of pulverised coal and gas flow measurement, effects of 
coal weathering, thermos-plasticity of coal, modelling of flue gas 
desulphurisation, coal and wastes co- pyrolysis, degradation of 
solvents from amine scrubbers, C0 2 leakage detection, char and 
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oxy-fuel combustion and activated carbon production from carbo¬ 
naceous materials. The conference was formally closed by Profes¬ 
sor John Patrick in his capacity as Chairman of the Conference 
Organising Committee, who thanked the delegates for their sup¬ 
port. This Special Issue comprises some dozen and a half papers 
presented at the conference which were submitted for publication 
in FUEL and were successful in passing the peer-review process. 

The venue for the conference proved to be excellent in terms of 
providing, pleasant and well situated facilities with adjacent 
lecture theatres and a large foyer for the registration desk, the cof¬ 
fee/tea breaks, and the buffet dinner for the poster session. The 
nearby University Hall of Residence provided reasonably priced 
bed and breakfast accommodation and the aim of the Coal 
Research Forum to provide a low cost event so as to encourage 
the attendance of research students whereby they have the oppor¬ 
tunity to interact with both other researchers and with representa¬ 
tives of industry, was once again achieved. The Conference dinner 
was held on the second night of the Conference in the Hull Guild 
Hall and this provided a most impressive and pleasant environ¬ 
ment which was well received and enjoyed by the delegates with 
the opportunity for further interaction between the delegates in 
most convivial surroundings. The organisers can be well satisfied 
with the results of their efforts and as Chairman of the Organising 
Committee wish to record my appreciation of their efforts along 
with those of the University of Hull Conference Office whose 
co-operation helped to ensure the smooth working of the confer¬ 
ence. The support of the sponsors, Energy Generation and Supply 
Knowledge Transfer Network, Alstom Power Systems, Drax Power, 
eDF energy, Haider Green and Scottish and Southern Energy, is 
gratefully acknowledged. Their generosity provided support for 
the student travel bursaries awarded to successful applicants. 

The next conference in this biennial series, the 11th ECCRIA, is 
scheduled for 15-17th September, 2016, at the University of Shef¬ 
field, UK where I hope to see again many of the delegates who 
attended this conference. 
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